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by Roy W. Sweat, D.C.

About the Author: Dr. Roy W Sweat's
practice is in Atlanta, Georgia. He is a
graduate of Palmer College. In 1952,
he began a course of study specializing
in the upper cervical occipital-
atlanto-axial complex under Dr. John
F. Grostic. Dr. Grostic chose him as
an instructor at his seminars. Sweat
completed a three-year program in
chiropractic orthopedics from the
National College and is an associate
professor at Life College.

Dr. Sweat designed the cervical
analysis instrument. In 1981 he
created the program of chiropractic
Atlas Orthogonality and wrote a series
of five books. Dr. Sweat has designed
a chiropractic adjusting instrument
and also a series of x-ray machines
and the orthogonal adjusting tables.

T he spinal nerves are formed
by the union of ventral and
dorsal spine nerve roots which
are attached in series to the

side of the spinal cord. There are 31
pairs of these nerves grouped as
follows: 8 cervical, 12 thoracic, 5
lumbar, 5 sacral, 1 coccygeal.

"The course of the first two spinal
nerves runs dorsally to the interver-
tebral joints while all others leave the
foramina intervertebralia in front of
the articular processes." (Detlef von
Torklus and Walter Gehle.)

"The absence of.posterior articula-
tions between the head and atlas and
between the atlas and axis leaves the
first two nerves without actual inter-
vertebral foramina." (Ruth Jackson.)
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The first cervical nerve exists from
the vertebral canal between the oc-
cipital bone and the atlas. The first
cervical dorsal ramus is larger than
the ventral ramus, and emerges su-
perior to the posterior arch of the atlas
and inferior to the vertebral artery. It
enters the suboccipital triangle and
supplies the muscles which bound this
region, the rectus capitis posterior
major and the superior and inferior
oblique; it gives branches also to the
rectus capitis posterior minor and the
semispinalis capitis. A filament from
the branch to the inferior oblique joins
the dorsal ramus of the second cervi-
cal nerve. The nerve occasionally gives
off a cutaneous branch which accom-
panies the occipital artery to the scalp,
and communicates with the greater
and lesser occipital nerves.

The superior articulation of the atlas
overhangs the artery and nerve root
posteriorly- an important anatomical
fact to be considered under the
mechanism of cervical nerve root ir-
ritation . The ventral ramus of the first
cervical nerve appears above the pos-
terior arch of the atlas vertebra and
passes forward laterally to its lateral
mass, and medially to the vertebral
artery. It supplies a branch to the rectus
lateralis, and emerging on the medial
side of that muscle, descends in front
of the transverse process of the atlas
and behind the internal jugular vein,
and joins with the ascending branch
of the second nerve.

The second cervical dorsal ramus is
slightly larger than the ventral and all
the other cervical dorsal rami. It e-
~erges between the posterior arch of
the atlas and the lamina of the axis
below the inferior oblique. It supplies
a twig to this muscle, receives a com-
municating filament from the dorsal
ramus of the first cervical and then
divides into a large medial and a small
lateral branch. Its close proximity to

Cervical Spine

the lateral joint and the posterior arch
make it potentially vulnerable to ir-
ritation or compression.

The medial branch (also called the
greater occipital nerve) ascends o-
bliquely between the inferior oblique
and the semispinalis capitis, and pierces
the latter muscle and the trapezius
near their attachments to the occipital
bbne. It is then joined by a filament
from the medial branch of the dorsal
ramus of the third cervical, and as-
cending in the occipital area with the
occipital artery, divides into branches
which communicate with the lesser
occipital nerve and supply the skin of
the scalp as far forward as the vertex
of the skull. It gives muscular branches
to the semispinalis capitis and occasion-
ally a twig to the back of the auricle.

The lateral branch supplies fila-
ments to the splenius, longissimus
capitis and semispinalis capitis and is
often joined by the corresponding
branch of the third cervical.

The ventral ramus of the second
cervical nerve issues between the
vertebral arches of the atlas and axis
and runs forward between the trans-
verse processes of these two vertebrae.
It passes in front of the first posterior
intertransverse muscle, emerging on
the lateral side of the vertebral artery
between the longus capitis and levator
scapulae. But when the scqlenus
medius takes origin from the trans-
verse process of the atlas, it intervenes
between the nerve and the levator
scapulae. It divides into an ascending
branch which joins with the firstcervical
nerve and a descending branch which
unites with the ascending branch of
the third cervical nerve.

C-1 and C-2 spinal nerves are unique
in their peripheral distribution. They
do not travel through an intervertebral
foramen. They are associated with
diarthrodial (freely moveable) joints.
The occipital condyles and the superior
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